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universal relations underlying them, since only thus can
they furnish a capacity for abstract thought. After this,
at thirty, the young men who can go no further arc to be
placed in the minor offices of the state, while those who
have shown themselves capable of the study of dialectic
go on with that subject for five years longer. It then
becomes the duty of these highest philosophers to guide
and control the state until they have reached the age of
fifty, when they may be allowed to retire,
Influence of Plato's system of education, — Thus,
where Socrates found the basis of universal truth in every
one, Plato held that only one class of people, the most
intellectual, could attain to real knowledge. He, there-
fore, maintained that the philosophers should absolutely
guide the conduct of the state, and that education should
be organized with that in view. Plato's ideal state would
thus become a sort of intellectual oligarchy, and in a way
was a return to the old principle of subordinating the indi-
vidual to society. Indeed The Republic quite neglected
human will a$ a factor in society and assumed that men
can be moved about in life, like pieces upon the chess board.
And even if Plato's educational scheme had been feasible,
it provided no method of evolution from current condi-
tions, and if it were further granted that this order of
things could be established at once, Plato put the ban upon
all innovation or change, and so closed the door to progress.
Nevertheless, Plato has had considerable influence upon
the thought and practice of men since the Greek period.
The ideal society where everything is well managed, and
everyone is in the position for which nature intended him,
has ever since the day of The Republic been a favorite
theme for writers, as witness More's Utopia (see p. 124 f,)
aad the New Atlantis of Bacon (see p. 173 f*). A. specific

